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"I don't see how we can all go to see Mistress Ying," the
Moon Lady said, "Somebody must stay at home to keep
Aunt Wu company."

"But I have got five presents ready/* Hsi-mgn Ch'ing said.
"Of course, you must all go. My daughter is here. She can
stay with Aunt Wu? I have promised Brother Ying." The
Moon Lady said no more.

Cassia came and kotowed to them. "I am going home to-
day. Mother," she said.

"There is no hurry," the Moon Lady said, "Stay another
day."

"My mother is not well," Cassia said, "and there is no one
to look after her. I will come and see you again in the fifth
month."

She kotowed to Hsi-mSn Ch'ing. The Moon Lady gave
her some cakes and a tael of silver. When she had had some
tea, she went away.

Hsi-men Ch'ing had put on his ceremonial clothes and was
on his way to the outer court when P'ing An came and said
that General Ching had come. Hsi-men Ch'ing went to greet
him, and they made reverences to one another in the great
hall.

"I haven't been to see you, and I have not yet congratulated
you upon your promotion," General Ching said.

"And I have not called to thank you for sending me such
a splendid present," Hsi-mfen Ch'ing replied.

When they had exchanged greetings and taken tea, General
Ching said: "I see your horse is waiting for you. Where are
you going?"

"Yesterday," Hsi-men said, "Censor Sung and their
'Excellencies An, Ch'ien, and Huang, used my house for a
reception to Ts'ai the new Governor. Ts'ai is the Imperial
Tutor's ninth son. He gave me a card and I am going to call
upon him. I must go now because he may be leaving at any
moment."

"I have come to ask a favour of you," General Ching said.
"You know that Sung's term of office will expire early in the
new year. I expect there will be an inspection of all the officers,
and i have come to you in the hope that you will mention my
name to him. 1 discovered that he was here yesterday, and